West End Peninsula

Building Biodiversity A Case Study

The community of West End, Highgate Hill and South Brisbane has shown long-term
passion for protecting local natural places. Many locals see untapped potential
including opportunities to improve the health of the environment and community by
restoring some of its natural places.

The Green Space Plan provides a framework to transform the peninsula into a
neighbourhood that embraces biodiversity and connects people with the local natural
environment. This case study explores options to re-establish lost natural habitat,
encourage wildlife and improve access. Taking advantage of our proximity to the river,
we can improve neglected parks, and create pathways to provide better access to
natural green spaces.

While the case study looks at tangible options to protect the natural environment, it is
critical that the process is community inspired and led. Building connected natural
green spaces has the potential to transform the neighbourhood; improve our lifestyle
and provide for better access to natural open space.

Question: Why inner city biodiversity?

On the peninsula large natural areas do not exist. Managing the area’s scarce and scattered
natural values is critical to protecting the local natural environment. Equally important are
the social benefits of maintaining and replanting natural green space. Even relatively small
natural areas have an amazing capacity to galvanise public interest, connect people with
nature, and provide peace in a busy world.

Natural green spaces are an ideal form of green infrastructure for achieving multiple
environmental and social objectives. However, there are some conflicts between designing
corridors for human use and appreciation, and achieving ecological outcomes. It is
important to consider what we want natural spaces to do, and carefully weigh-up the trade-
offs between ecological function, management costs and human uses.

The natural environment

The West End Peninsula occupies a broad meander of the tidal reaches of the Brisbane River.
It is one of the earliest areas settled by Europeans in Queensland, and is one of the most
densely populated regions of the State.

The landscape is dominated by a ridge with its highest point in Highgate Hill. The ridge
country was originally open forest dominated by spotted gum, Corymbia citriodora. To the
south of the main ridge the land slopes steeply to the river - intersected by deep lush gullies.
The river along West End and South Brisbane is bordered by relatively flat alluvial plains,
previously occupied by rainforest and freshwater wetlands.

The pre-European landscape of lush rainforest, open forest and wetland vegetation was
largely cleared for farming and settlement more than 100 years ago. Almost all the original
vegetation is now gone, except for a band of riparian forest along the river at Highgate Hill,
pockets of vegetation in gullies running into the St Lucia Reach of the Brisbane River, and
fringing mangroves at the river’s edge.

This case study explores activities that can potentially re-establish inner city forests and
refuges for wildlife.



The case study area

The Brisbane City Plan (2014) identifies a small area on the West End peninsula at Highgate Hill as an
area of high biodiversity value. Further, City Plan has zoned an important wildlife corridor along the
river as a riparian zone. This case study uses this area as a starting point to explore ways to extend
biodiversity into the West End Peninsula. The ‘public realm’ within the study area includes parks,
undeveloped roads and traffic islands. Private back gardens also play an important role in supporting

wildlife habitat in this inner city location.
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Connecting nature

Protect the Brisbane River corridor

Remnant vegetation along the riparian
corridor of the Brisbane river from Dutton
Park to Hill End represents the most
important wildlife corridor on the
Peninsula.

Rehabilitate Council parks

For many years the West End Greening
Group have focused efforts on remnant
Open Forest vegetation at the Dauphin
Tce Park. At the Derby St Park there are
opportunities to establish rainforest in
the deep gully and encourage small
birds.

Establish habitat gardens

Habitat gardens are recommended for
unused road areas and private land.
Rather than re-creating complex
vegetation communities, habitat gardens
take cues from the surrounding landscape
and enhance existing plantings, views and
amenity. Mass plantings selecting native
plants would provide swathes of foliage.
Shrubs should be planted in groups and
maintain views for safety.
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RiverConnect BCC
Pedestrian walkway
from Rivers Edge

Alternative
pedestrian walkway
—better connection
to natural green
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signage, small
pedestrian bridge
and basic
infrastructure to
provide a safe and
enjoyable
experience.







